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Good evening and thank you for this opportunity to comment today on Governor Malloy’s
budget proposal regarding health and hospitals.

The Community Health Center Association of Connecticut (CHCACT) is a nonprofit
organization that exists to advance the common interests of Connecticut’s federally qualified
health centers (FQHCs) in providing quality health care. Through training, technical assistance,
public policy work and other initiatives, CHCACT supports the 14 FQHCs in their provision of
comprehensive health care to over 329,000 residents across the state every year.

A profile of FQHC patients in Connecticut (2012):

s 94% low income (under 200% of federal poverty level)
58% Medicaid

23% uninsured

16,000 homeless

73% racial/ethnic minorities

FQHCs are grounded in their communities: they are governed by local Boards of Directors, at
least 51% of each Board must be patients at the centers. Their staff — over 2800 people across
the state — live in the neighborhoods and therefore know the cultures of and speak the languages
of the patients they serve. A recent survey of staff at CT FQHCs revealed that the most common
second language was Spanish. But there was no consensus about the next most common
language: FQHCs across the state responded that their next most common language was Creole,
Bosnian, Albanian, Bangla...the list of languages went on and on!

On behalf of the state’s health centers, 1’d like to thank this Committee for the support you’ve
shown in the past for the work that we do. And, tonight, I'm asking you to continue that support
by rejecting Governor Malloy’s call to reduce the “community health services” line item in
the Department of Public Health from $6.7 million in FY ‘13 to $6.16 million in FY *14 — and
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